
March 4th, 2022

Dear House and Senate Budget Conferees:

A strong Virginia economy and federal dollars provide an opportunity to make significant
investments in Virginia’s lands, water, and wildlife. We offer the following recommendations to
include in your budget conference report to help the General Assembly deliver on long-standing,
bipartisan goals for clean water, outdoor recreation opportunities, and protection of family farms
and forests while advancing continued growth for Virginia’s economy.

Land Conservation

Investments in land conservation provide economic return on investment and benefit Virginians
in every corner of the Commonwealth. Land conservation provides opportunities for outdoor
recreation and tourism, protects water quality, and allows us to avoid costs associated with
improving water quality.

We urge you to include the Senate proposals to:

● Fund the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation at $32 million in FY 23 and $20 million
in FY 24.

● Fund the Virginia Farmland Preservation Fund at $4 million per year in FY 23 and FY 24.
○ Maintain language from the Senate proposal and introduced budget that

establishes a pilot program to assist landowners in the resolution of heirs’
property issues.

● Fund the Virginia Battlefield Preservation Fund at $4.5 million in FY 23 and $5.25 in FY
24.

● Fund the newly established Black, Indigenous, and People of Color Preservation Fund
at $5 million in FY 23.

Multi-Use Trails

Trails not only provide opportunities for transportation and recreation, but also serve as anchors
of tourism and help spur economic growth and development across the Commonwealth, in
urban and rural areas.

We urge you to include the Senate proposals in SB 29 and SB 30 to:

● Provide $30 million in FY 22 and $20 million in FY 23 to establish the State Trails Office
within the Department of Transportation, to include up to $3 million initial operational
overhead costs and for the development of a State Trails Plan and State Trails
Information Clearinghouse, and for the development of regional multi-use trails.

● Provide $20 million in FY 23 and $20 million in FY 24 of federal funding for the
development of new regional trails and improvement of connectivity of existing trail
networks.



Parks and Green Spaces

The pandemic laid bare the necessity parks and green spaces are to Virginians, with record
numbers of visitors placing a strain on our existing public lands. Parks also are economic drivers
for local communities, while green spaces help address the impacts of urban heat islands and
equitably share the multiple public health benefits of trees.

We urge you to include the Senate proposals to:

● Provide an additional $85 million in FY 23 to State Parks deferred maintenance, on top
of the capital investments included in the introduced budget.

● Provide $2.5 million in FY 22 and $10 million in FY 23 for State Park staffing and
operation needs.

● Provide $1.5 million per year in FY 23 and 24 for the Urban and Community Forestry
program.

While these investments would make significant progress towards protecting and enhancing
Virginia’s natural resources and outdoor recreation opportunities, we must acknowledge that
these levels are not sufficient to combat the demands being placed on our outdoors and do not
address every issue. We look forward to working with you and the rest of the General Assembly
over the coming years to establish a dedicated funding mechanism to both increase overall
funding levels for Virginia’s outdoors and to provide stability in funding levels.

Thank you for your consideration of your recommendations as you work towards finalizing your
budget report.




